
APA Studies professorial 

assistants, raising the number 

of our undergraduate students 

to 45.  Finally, we have two 

new faculty who focus on 

APA Studies and have joined 

our Advisory Board: Frederick 

Leong (Psychology) and De-

siree Qin (Family and Child 

Ecology). 

 Of course, many of 

our new staff and faculty have 

long been involved in the APA 

community and APA Studies, 

either at MSU or other cam-

puses.  And our research and 

leadership program was in 

development last year.  How-

ever, it seems like an appropri-

ate time to start this newsletter 

to introduce you to some of 

our news.  Whenever you 

celebrate New Year, I hope 

youõll join us in celebrating 

these new developments.  This 

certainly has been a happy 

New Year! 

 The students, staff 

and faculty of the Asian Pa-

cific American Studies pro-

gram celebrate many different 

new years. In addition to the 

Chinese New Year that began 

on February 18, we also cele-

brate Hmong New Year, Viet-

namese New Year, the Jewish 

New Year and January 1! Each 

academic year also offers us 

new opportunities.  And this 

year may be full of the most 

new developments since the 

program was started (after 

twenty years of student, staff 

and faculty advocacy) just two 

years ago. 

 When the academic 

year started in fall 2006, we 

had a completely new staff: 

myself working as acting direc-

tor for one year while Director 

Andrea Louie takes an over-

due research leave; Joe Cous-

ins taking over for Shina 

Steinberg as our program 

coordinator; and, a new pro-

gram assistant, one of our 

great APA Studies specializa-

tion students, Gyul John 

Ra.  At the beginning of the 

semester, we also hired a new 

webmaster, Jor Vue, and a 

new program manager, 

Meaghan Kozar, to develop 

and administer our new APA 

Studies Research and Leader-

ship program! We have wel-

comed six new specialization 

students this year and five 

Directorõs Corner 
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 Anna Pegler-Gordon is an 

Assistant Professor in the James 

Madison College at Michigan State 

University.  An immigrant from 

England, her interests include histories 

of immigration, race and citizenship, as 

well as visual culture and popular 

culture.  Anna teaches courses in Asian 

American history, immigration history 

and immigration policy.  She is currently 

completing In Sight of America, a book 

about the role of photographic identity 

documentation in the development of 

U.S. immigration policy that focuses on 

the history of Chinese exclusion.  With 

the assistance of one of our APA 

Professorial Assistants, she is also 

starting work on a museum exhibition 

about Chinese Americans. 

Acting Program Director  

Visit our website!!!  

 

 

 

 

www.msu.edu/~apaspec  

 
Meet the Team  

Anna Pegler-Gordon 

Come visit us at 452 

Baker hall!  

By: Dr. Anna Pegler-Gordon 

Martin Manalansan Visits MSU 

Photo by Gyul John Ra 

 On October 31 and 

November 1, 2006, the Asian 

Pacific American Guest Lec-

turer Series, along with several 

co-sponors, welcomed Dr. 

Martin Manalansan, Associate 

Professor of Anthropology at 

the University of Illinois, Ur-

bana-Champaign, to campus.  

 Manalansanõs first 

workshop, AIDS and Asian 

Americans, provided a general 

overview of the various mod-

els that have been used by 

community workers doing 

AIDS prevention work. The 

second, titled AIDS Prevention, 

Racial Sensitivity, and Cultural 

Competence, focused on re-

thinking the concept of 

òcultural competenceó that is 

used widely in the medical 

community to discuss how to 

deal with racial and cultural 

minority communities. 

 Manalansan also 

presented a paper titled òThe 

Homecoming Body: Race and 

Sex in Filipino Return Migra-

tionó in which he discussed 

the ways that diaspora Filipi-

nos transform themselves in 

various ways to compete in the 

entertainment industry. 

Dr. john Lee laughs while  

participating in an activ-

ity called the boat game.  

By: Dr. Andrea Louie 
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Martin Manalansan.  


